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Dear Friends,
On behalf of the board of directors of Faith in the Future I am pleased to present to you our Annual
Report for 2017-2018 detailing our progress in the sixth year of the foundation’s operations.
This past year has seen several important changes in people and structure that have strengthened our organization
and positioned it for continued success. During the year we made the decision to fully integrate the Faith in the Future
management team and the Office of Catholic Education (OCE) team who supports our high schools and schools of
special education. This change is designed to achieve operating efficiencies and streamline decision making. As a
result of this change we also began a search for a new CEO for Faith in the Future, which culminated in the hiring of
Irene Horstmann Hannan who joined us on August 1. Irene brings extensive business experience as well as a strong
understanding of private educational institutions and the challenges they face in today’s environment. The Board and
I are excited to welcome Irene and look forward to her leadership of Faith in the Future.
Significant progress was also achieved by our 17 high schools who, working with their local boards, developed
multi-year strategies focused on improving their individual value propositions. Academic programming was identified
in these strategies as a top priority and each of the schools identified efforts and investments required to significantly
enhance academic offerings and outcomes for our students. This work builds on the strong improvement achieved in
SAT scores across the schools in the past two years.
Progress was also achieved in the establishment of a formalized governance and development process for our four
schools of special education. Melissa DiNofia-Bozzone joined FIF as our first development director for special education
and has worked to build a strong board and development strategy, which has been sorely lacking for many years.
These schools are an important part of the FIF mission and work this past year has built a stronger foundation to
enable future success.
Finally, we continued to build strong partnerships with individuals, foundations, universities, and others who share our
belief in and support for Catholic education. Many of these partners are noted in this report and we are excited that
their numbers are growing. Without them we could not make the investments in technology infrastructure, academic
programing, special education capabilities, and professional development for teachers and administrators that are
critical to ensure our students receive the very best Catholic education available.
I believe an investment in the Faith in the Future High Schools and Schools of Special Education is the best investment
anyone can make in the future of our city and region. Our students receive an outstanding education, in a Catholic
environment that emphasizes the value of each individual and respect for all. They go on to succeed in post-secondary
schools and most importantly in life. I hope you find this report of interest and encourage your active support in Faith in
the Future’s mission to “provide access to all who desire an excellent Catholic education.”

H. Edward Hanway
Chairman, Board of Directors
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Most Reverend Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Philadelphia

As most Philadelphia Catholics know, the American parish school system
began in our city. And thanks to our hundreds of dedicated teachers,
administrators and staff — and equally dedicated parents — Catholic
schools in Greater Philadelphia remain among the nation’s best. Our
schools do a great job of providing an excellent academic education in
a safe environment, and they do it with very limited resources.
But the why behind Catholic education — the reason it exists — can
sometimes be overlooked. Catholic schools and catechetical programs
like PREP are not about teaching young people to work hard, contribute
to society, and be honest and kind to others. Clearly those virtues are
important. But they aren’t ends in themselves. They flow from the larger
mission of our schools and programs. The goal of all Catholic education is
to form young people in a strong Catholic faith, a faith rooted in the truth
about God and humanity, a faith that can guide them to a fruitful life in
this world, and home to the joy of eternal life with their Creator.
This enduring passion for truth is the fire at the heart of all Catholic
education, from the first day of first grade forward throughout life. With
Faith in the Future’s management, the high schools and schools of special
education in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia (AOP) offer the opportunity
for students to immerse themselves in their Catholic faith, to learn in an
academically rigorous environment, and to grow as individuals guided
by teachers and administrators who will help to form them into children
of God. We continue to be invigorated by the partnership with Faith in
the Future, and are grateful to the donors and supporters who make this
work possible. Thank you for your support of our schools, our students, and
Catholic education in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
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Most Reverend
Michael J. Fitzgerald,
D.D., J.D., J.C.D., V.G.
Auxiliary Bishop of
Philadelphia
Over the past year, the Faith in the Future
Foundation has worked with the Office of
Catholic Education and the individual school
administrations to focus on the holistic
formation of the students in the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia. Each student in our system is
educated academically, spiritually, emotionally,
and physically in many ways. Faith in the Future
continues to work to find new partners for our
Catholic schools, to bring in new donors to
support our students, and to further academic
and programmatic offerings throughout the
system. I am confident that the Foundation’s
professional management and commitment
to our faith will allow us to foster ever greater
academic excellence underscored by the
Catholic identity that is unique to our schools.
Under their guidance, the future of Catholic
schools is bright.
Faith in the Future and the Office of Catholic
Education remain committed to providing a
faith-based, values-centered Catholic education
for the students and families in the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia. On behalf of the Faith in the
Future Foundation, and its partners, thank you
for all that you do in support of furthering the
mission of our schools.

The future of Catholic schools is bright

Faith in the Future Foundation
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We have lofty goals

Dear Faith in the Future Colleagues,
August 1, 2018 was the beginning of a new chapter for me.
Leaving a long banking career behind, I happily embraced
the opportunities and challenges of being the leader of Faith
in the Future. I made the decision to join Faith in the Future
because I believe that this Foundation is critically important to
the city of Philadelphia and especially the students it serves.
I knew there was no better place to be if I wanted to make a
difference.
In the short time I have been here, I have been struck every
day by the dedication and deep commitment to our mission
of providing access to all who desire an excellent Catholic
education. Six years ago, a radical shift was made to entrust
the management of the Office of Catholic Education and the
governance of the 17 high schools and four schools of special
education to a newly organized team, Faith in the Future. To
date it has succeeded in building a stronger, more innovative
system.
We will continue to focus on academic excellence, financial
stability, and enrollment management. Together, as a
team, we will work to strengthen existing and forge new
partnerships, and to leverage our collected talents and
resources to achieve common goals. With Ed Hanway, board
chair, and the board of directors setting the direction, and
with the blessing of Archbishop Chaput and Bishop Fitzgerald,
I look forward to meeting our incredible donors, supporters,
and all who work to make Faith in the Future possible.
This is a critical time for education, not just in the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia, but throughout the country. We have lofty
goals, and look to build an even stronger system of schools
than the one we have today. I believe fundamentally in the
importance of education, and in the moral and ethical values
that our Catholic schools provide to the students we educate.
The foundation for success has been built. I will work, lead,
listen, and collaborate to drive necessary change and strive to
make all good things possible for our students. I look forward
to continuing this good work, and to dreaming big for all of
us. Thank you for your past support of Faith in the Future, and
for your continued support as we build a brighter future for
Catholic education in Philadelphia.
Yours truly,

Irene

joins the Foundation after an extensive
career in Commercial Banking, most
recently as a Senior Vice President with
Citizens Bank, where she led a $6 billion
loan portfolio in the healthcare and
nonprofit segment for the Mid-Atlantic
and Mid-West regions of Citizens Bank.
Irene is a Philadelphia native, and a
graduate of Trinity University, Washington
D.C. where she is a Trustee Emeritus.
She has been active in a number of
educational and philanthropic initiatives
including the Mayor’s Commission
on Literacy under Mayor Nutter, The
Pennsylvania Commission for Women
under Governor Rendell, and as a
member of the Executive Committee
of the Urban League of Philadelphia.
Irene has also served on the Girl Scouts
USA Board, the Advisory Board Rosemont
College Institute for Ethical Leadership
and Social Responsibility, and the Boards
of the Vanguard School and the Sacred
Heart Academy Bryn Mawr.
Irene has received numerous awards
including the Women’s Leadership
Award from the Main Line Chamber
of Commerce, The Distinguished
Service Award from the Urban League
of Philadelphia, and a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Red Cross.
“Irene’s strong business background,
combined with her knowledge and
passion for Catholic education, make her
an ideal Chief Executive for Faith in the
Future as we pursue our Mission and seek
to strengthen our 17 High Schools and
four Schools of Special Education,” said
H. Edward Hanway, Faith in the Future’s
Board Chair.

Irene Horstmann Hannan
Chief Executive Officer, Faith in the Future
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Faith in the Future

Total Funds Raised by
Growth Lever

Financials

July 2017 – June 2018

$3,654,491

FISCAL 2017 – 2018

Scholarships
$3,796,080

Special Education
$253,856

Total Funds Raised
July 2017 – June 2018
$5,217,052
Pledges Outstanding
as of June 30, 2018 —

Annual Fund
$1,159,083

$3,462,944 (66%)

Other
$1,987

Cash — $1,754,108 (34%)

Access &
Achievement
$6,046

Foundation Costs &
Program Investments

July 2017 – June 2018

$4,279,687
Fundraising
$404,179
(9%)

Management & General
$313,116 (7%)

Program Investments
$3,562,392
(84%)

PROGRAM INVESTMENTS
Access and Achievement — $689,857
Educational & Artistic
Programs — $385,320
Enrollment Management
& Scholarships— $2,124,980
People Development — $206,409
Technology — $154,374
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Faith in
the Future
Foundation
Statement of
Financial Position
As of June 30, 2018

ASSETS
Current Assets

June 30, 2018

June 30, 2017

$ 1,014,695

$ 978,885

$ 35,810

4%

4,141,279

5,031,844

(890,565)

-18%

Cash
Pledges Receivable – Current
Other Current Assets

Change %

33,748

61,097

(27,349)

-45%

5,189,722

6,071,826

(882,104)

-15%

175,846

204,350

(28,504)

-14%

4,243,091

2,552,577

1,690,514

66%

9,608,659

8,828,753

779,906

9%

June 30, 2018

June 30, 2017

Change

Change %

Total Current Assets
Fixed Assets (Net)
Pledges Receivable – Long Term
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES and net assets	

Change

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Grants Payable
Other Current Liabilities
Total Current Liabilities

99,128

1,068

98,060

9182%

-

110,000

(110,000)

-100%

35,476

180,995

(145,519)

-80%

134,604

292,063

(157,459)

-54%

6,500

23,418

(16,918)

-72%

–

–

–

Long-Term Liabilities
Loan Guarantee
Grants Payable – Long Term
Total Long-Term Liabilities

6,500

23,418

(16,918)

-72%

141,104

315,481

(174,377)

-55%

9,467,555

8,513,272

954,283

11%

$ 9,608,659

$ 8,828,753

$ 779,906

9%

Total Liabilities
Net Assets
Total Net Assets
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Faith in
the Future
Foundation
Statement of
Activities
July 2017 to

June 2018

		
Temporarily
Unrestricted
Restricted
Total
Revenue		
Annual Fund Contributions
Access & Achievement Contributions
Scholarship Contributions
Special Education Contributions
Investments
Other
Assets Released From Restrictions

$ 34,212

$ 1,159,083

5,046

1,000

6,046

335,119

3,460,961

3,796,080

253,856		

253,856

1,987		

1,987

16,918		

16,918

2,821,798

(2,821,798)

-

Total REVENUE

4,559,595

(674,375)

5,233,970

Expenses
Awards and Grants

2,870,541		2,870,541

Business Expenses
Contract Services
Note: The financial information
provided was compiled from
financial statements that have
not yet been independently
audited. Audited financial
statements will be available at
Faith in the Future when the
audit is complete.

$ 1,124,871

1,468		

1,468

216,870		

216,870

Facilities and Equipment

41,957		

41,957

Professional Fees

28,549		

28,549

198,080		

198,080

45,749		

45,749

84,586		

84,586

Program Expenses
Operations
Employee Benefits & Insurance
Payroll Expenses

725,235		725,235

Payroll Taxes

38,851		38,851

Travel and Meetings

24,467		

Total Expenses
Net Operating Revenue
Net Other Expense
Change in Net Assets

24,467

4,276,354

-

4,276,354

283,242

674,375

957,616

(3,333)		
$279,909

$ 674,375

(3,333)
$954,283
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FAITH IN THE FUTURE
Financial Support

Your Commitment

Faith in the Future is grateful to the following
donors who made leadership pledges, pledge
payments, or gifts during the 2017-2018 fiscal year.
The information in this report recognizes gifts
received from July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018.
Student Access & Achievement
Fund Donors
The Student Access & Achievement Fund is designed to support key
investments in highly leveraged focus areas that benefit all the schools we
serve. We are grateful for the philanthropic example of this leadership-level
giving in the 2017-2018 fiscal year.

J. Mark and Ann Baiada

Charles Imbesi

Dominic and Michele Frederico

Michael and Christine Mahoney

Thomas and Jennifer Gallagher

James and Sharon O’Brien

Joanne Guiniven

Stan and Jackie Silverman

Michael and Joyce Hagan

David and Jean Yost

Gary and Patty Holloway

Gifts from these organizations were made to
the Annual Fund or restricted to the Student
Access & Achievement Fund or special projects
in the 2017-2018 fiscal year.

Archdiocesan Educational Fund
Assured Guaranty Corp.
Bank of America Charitable Trust
Beneficial Bank
Boulevard Auto Group
Blackbaud, Inc.
Danaher Lynch Foundation

Aquinas Society Donors

DeSales Society of Lansdale

The Aquinas Society, named for Saint Thomas Aquinas, Doctor of the
Church and patron of Catholic education, recognizes donors of at least
$10,000 in fiscal year 2017-2018, with many donors giving $100,000 or
more. These individuals have demonstrated the action driving today’s
Catholic education throughout Philadelphia.

Exelon Corporation

Archdiocesan Educational Fund

Bob Juliano

Assured Guaranty

Charles and Barbara Kahn

J. Mark and Ann Baiada

Ira Lubert

Beneficial Bank

Jim and Kathy Lynch

Mark and Karen Casale

Thomas and Patricia Lynch

The Catholic Foundation of
Greater Philadelphia

The Maguire Foundation

Robert and Kathleen Ciaruffoli

Francois and Micheline Nader

Danaher Lynch Foundation
James and Jacqueline Delaney
Essent
Fidelity Charitable Fund
Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms, Inc.
Sean Flynn
Dominic and Michele Frederico

Paul Mulholland
James and Sharon O’Brien
Mike and Jeannie O’Neill
Patriarch Family Foundation
Philadelphia School Partnership
Psalm 103 Foundation
Jack and Catherine Quindlen

Essent
Farnesi Family Foundation
Fidelity Charitable Fund
Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms, Inc.
Haverford Trust
Howley Foundation
Independence Blue Cross
Jesra Foundation
Leo Niessen Jr. Charitable Trust
Maguire Foundation
MD Lieberman Foundation
National Philanthropic Trust
OptionC, Inc.
Philadelphia School Partnership
Psalm 103 Foundation
Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities
Saint Joseph’s University
Schwab Charitable
Sloane Moving and Storage

John and Maureen Fries

Raskob Foundation for
Catholic Activities

Tom and Jen Gallagher

Clair and Jeanne Raubenstine

Mike and Joyce Hagan

Andrew Saul

H. Edward and Ellen Hanway

Jerry and Mary Ann Sheridan

Thomas and Margaret Healey

Snider Foundation

The Healey Family Foundation

Judy and Robert Spires

Individual donors of gifts to the
Faith in the Future Annual Fund of less
than $10,000 in the 2017-2018 fiscal year.

Dan and Joan Hilferty

Vanguard Charitable

Gary and Patty Holloway

Fran and Alicia Van Kirk

Clare Bohnett

Howley Foundation

David and Jean Yost

Robert Cahill

Charles Imbesi

Mike and Sue Ellen Young

Patricia Canning

Independence Blue Cross
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Corporate, Foundation,
and Organization Donors

Snider Foundation
Vanguard Charitable

Individual Donors

Lawrence and Sally Buhl

B.J. Cassin

Steven Clement
Anthony and Linda Conti
Patricia Cooney
William C. Coultaus
Robert and Joan Cuthbert
Donna De Carolis and Don Parker
Stephen and Courtney Delaney
Joseph and Frances DiAngelo
Regina DiGullio
Msgr. Paul Dougherty
John Duffy
Colleen Effer
Frank Farnesi
Peter Ferry
Linda Finnegan
Most Reverend Michael J. Fitzgerald
Joseph Frick
James S. and Kristin Friend

Scholarship Donors
and Partners
These donors and partners make
their gifts to scholarships for students
throughout the Archdiocese of
totaling more than $2 million in
the 2017-2018 fiscal year, enabling
hundreds of students to attend our
schools who otherwise could not
afford to attend.

Connelly Foundation
Howley Foundation
Jesra Foundation
James and Kathleen Lynch
The Maguire Foundation
John T. Mitchell Memorial Trust
Snider Foundation
Snider Youth Hockey
Stonemor Partners L.P.

Gerriann Greene and Family

Maryann Popma

Sr. Janice Marie Johnson, RSM

Raskob Foundation
for Catholic Activities

Msgr. Paul M. Kennedy
Marie Kenney
Barbara Kern
Helen Kilgallon
Matthew and Ann Kinsella
David and Mary Beth Malloy
Thomas Matt
Kevin Maye
Michele McDonnell Reichow
Carol and Frank Meyers
Mulholland Family Foundation
Dennis and Anne Murphy
Francois and Micheline Nader
Kevin and Christine Nicholl
James and Sharon O’Brien
Cathy Palladino

Rev. Philip Ricci
David Rider
Theresa Riegle
Edward and Mary Roach
Kevin and Jacqueline Roe
John and Janice Rufo
Claire Ryan
Branden and Amy Sacks
Kristen Seddon
Matthew Shields
Sarah and Joseph Sinni
Les and Jeanne Szekely
Joseph Tapley
Maria Vetter
Brittney Yanchek

Catherine Gandolfo
Kathleen Goldsholl
Joanne Guiniven
Dawn Hoffman
Bruce Ikeda
Julie Klotz
Michael Kormos
Charles and Patriciann Kueny
Mark Lieberman
Jerry and Lee Ann Maginnis
Joseph and Kathleen Manzo
Sister Maureen McDermott, IHM
Robert and Judith Palestini
Stephen B. Perzan
Charles and Elise Pizzi
Chuck and Joanne Queenan
Reverend Joseph J. Quindlen
Rosemary Quinlan
Nicholas and Joan Regina
Bruce Robinson
Elizabeth Romano
Joseph and Carol Russo
Don Saleski
Stan and Jackie Silverman
Lynne M. Smith
John G. St. Louis
Joseph and Rita Ward

Schools of Special
Education Donors
Fundraising initiatives for the
2017-2018 fiscal year for the Schools of
Special Education benefit students at
Archbishop Ryan Academy for the Deaf,
Our Lady of Confidence Day School,
St. Katherine Day School, and St. Lucy
Day School for the Visually Impaired.

Archdiocesan Educational Fund
Stephen Baginsky
George and Mary Anne Barnes
Lucille Belcastro
James and Katherine Birkhead
Kathleen and James Black
Mary Boland
Julian Brodsky
Boulevard Auto Group
Maria and Joseph Bounadonna
Alicia Burrell
Thomas Cavanaugh
Mary Kay and William Connell
DeSales Society of Lansdale
Diane and Joseph Devanney
William and Anna Ferraro

We feel we both benefited
by our childhood education
in Catholic schools, where
we were part of a faith-based
community. We like to help
young people benefit in the
same way so they grow not just
academically, but ethically and
morally and responsibly, who
then become good citizens
who make a difference.
Ann and Mark Baiada

Jason Fortenberry
Mark and Margaret Gibbons
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Our High Schools
Archbishop John Carroll High School
Archbishop Ryan High School
Archbishop Wood High School
Bishop McDevitt High School
Bishop Shanahan High School
Cardinal O’Hara High School
Conwell-Egan Catholic High School
Father Judge High School for Boys
John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’
High School
Lansdale Catholic High School
Little Flower Catholic High School for Girls
Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop
Prendergast Catholic High School
Pope John Paul II High School
Roman Catholic High School for Boys
Ss. John Neumann and Maria Goretti
Catholic High School
St. Hubert Catholic High School for Girls
West Catholic Preparatory High School
Mercy Career and Technical High School*
*An independent school supported in partnership
with OCE and Faith in the Future.

Our Schools of
Special Education
Archbishop Ryan Academy for the Deaf
Our Lady of Confidence Day School
St. Katherine Day School
St. Lucy Day School for Children
with Visual Impairments
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Dear Friends of Catholic Education,

This past school year of 2017-2018 has been filled with blessings in abundance. Academically,
each school leadership team worked in collaboration with their board and community leaders to
develop a strategic plan focused on academic program development and co-curricular activities.
For many, this included additional university partnerships with dual enrollment courses, online
learning opportunities, and internship or capstone projects.
Academic success was evident in multiple outcomes this year. The Senior Class of 2018 earned
a record breaking total of $399,675,733 in scholarship and grant money. Among our graduates
were 34 National Merit Scholars. We are so proud of our seniors and their success, and believe
that this total speaks to the value of a Catholic education as perceived by colleges and
universities.
Co-curricular activities provide opportunities for students to test themselves and apply lessons
taught to real world problems. Each of the 17 high schools distinguished themselves by preparing
for and entering a number of academic competitions. Here are just a few of a wide variety of
academic areas where AOP students distinguished themselves:
 Archbishop Ryan — 2018 Diocesan and Philadelphia Mathletes Champions
 Bishop Shanahan — 1st place in the Rising Starters Entrepreneurial Competition held at
Drexel University
 Cardinal O’Hara — Perfect score in the National Latin Exam
 Father Judge — 9 students awarded gavels at the Model United Nations competition
 Little Flower — 2 students received “best in show” at the Philadelphia Flower Show
— Jr. Division
 Roman Catholic — Mock Trial won their fifth consecutive Philadelphia City Championship
These are only a few highlights of the outstanding academic achievements of our students.
We are so very proud of them and grateful for the dedication of their coaches and moderators.
We are grateful, too, for friends of Catholic Education like you who help to keep our lamps of
learning burning bright year after year. Thank you for your continued support on behalf of the
teachers and students of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
God bless you,

Blessings in Abundance

It is an honor to be able to write to you and to thank you for your support of the Secondary
Catholic Schools and the Schools of Special Education of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
Our schools are the legacy and gift of St. John Neumann and through the years the graduates
of these schools have helped to serve and lead our Philadelphia community.

Sister Maureen L. McDermott, IHM, PhD
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Our Presidents

Michael Barnett

Frank Fox

Lizanne Magarity Pando

Rev. Joseph Bongard

Sr. Rosemary Herron, RSM

Joseph McColgan

Pope John Paul II High School

An independent school supported in partnership
with OCE and Faith in the Future.

Sr. Regina Plunkett, IHM

James Casey

Denise Kassekert

Archbishop Ryan High School
Roman Catholic High School for Boys

Jason Bozzone

Lansdale Catholic High School

Paul Colistra

West Catholic Preparatory High School

John Cooke

Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop
Prendergast Catholic High School

Jay DeFruscio

Cardinal O’Hara High School
Second Row L-R: Joseph McColgan,
Jay DeFruscio, Jason Bozzone,
Gary Zimmaro, Rev. Joseph Bongard,
Daniel Lodise and John Cooke
Front Row L-R: Paul Colistra,
Brian Patrick King, Denise Kassekert,
Sr. Donna Shallo, IHM,
Sr. Rosemary Herron, RSM,
Sr. Regina Plunkett, IHM,
James Casey, and Michael Barnett
Not pictured: Frank Fox,
Lizanne Magarity Pando, and
Matthew Powell
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Archbishop John Carroll High School
Mercy Career and Technical
High School

St. Hubert Catholic High School for Girls
Ss. John Neumann and Maria Goretti
Catholic High School
Bishop Shanahan High School

John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’
High School

Matthew Powell

Brian Patrick King

Sr. Donna Shallo, IHM

Father Judge High School for Boys

Daniel Lodise

Conwell-Egan Catholic High School

Bishop McDevitt High School
Little Flower Catholic High School
for Girls

Gary Zimmaro

Archbishop Wood High School

Crafting a Community Culture
New Presidents Settle In
For the new leadership at Archdiocesan high schools,
a common thread ran through the first year of their
presidency. Each described a goal of building up their
school’s culture, internally and externally. While each
high school is a Catholic institution with rigorous
academics and passionate students, there are unique
elements that make each school different.
At Bishop McDevitt High School, Dr. Matthew Powell
was named President prior to the 2016-2017 academic
year. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the
University of Notre Dame, a Master of Arts from New
York University and a doctorate in religious studies
from Marquette University. He most recently worked for
Washington D.C.-based NeighborWorks America, where
he created, implemented and managed community
development organizations around the country.
“It’s the hardest job I’ve ever had, and it’s the most fun
job I’ve ever had. I like that, I like to be challenged. I’ve
devoted most of my life to Catholic education, so this is
a vocation for me, it’s not just a job,” Matthew said of his
first year in the position. “Catholic education matters.
This school matters.”
Gerald “Jay” DeFruscio stepped in as the new president
of Cardinal O’Hara High School. A 1978 graduate of
Msgr. Bonner High School with an MBA from Wheeling
Jesuit University, DeFruscio has a prior career in higher
education and athletics, most recently with the Atlantic
10 Athletic Conference where he served as associate
director.
“I thought there was unbelievable opportunity here,”
Jay stated. “This place is like a sleeping giant, there’s
such opportunity here to do really good things. When
I got here, an experience I had in the cafeteria sold me
one hundred percent. I took a chair and sat with a few
students, and they were so positive about this place.
They told me how much they loved O’Hara, and what
the educational experience meant to them.”
Another Archdiocese of Philadelphia graduate, Daniel
Lodise was named the president of Conwell-Egan High
School. A graduate of Roman Catholic High School,
Lodise holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in political
science from Temple University and is pursuing a
master’s degree in history of political science from the
College of St. Rose, in Albany. He most recently served
as the Chief of Staff for Congressman Brendan Boyle.
Of his first year at Conwell-Egan Catholic, Dan said “I
inherited a lot of challenges. But the one thing that
I inherited that’s awesome, is the kids. We’re small
enough that everybody knows everybody, but we’re

big enough that not everybody knows everybody’s
business. We have a diverse population - we have
international students, we have a socio-economically,
culturally, ethnically diverse student population. And
they combine to make an amazing student body.”
Neumann-Goretti’s new president, Joe McColgan,
agrees that the students are the best thing about the
position. Joe spent the past twenty years on Wall Street,
and the refreshing environment of students engaged
in their school is a change he is enjoying. He holds
a bachelor of arts in political science and a master’s
in business administration, both from Villanova
University. A former U.S. Navy Officer, McColgan most
recently was a principal with Acretive 212, and has held
management positions in the field of finance.
“We have one product, and that’s academics,” Joe
shared. “We have to make sure the academics are
continually growing. We never stop growing for the
kids, that’s what it’s about. Our goal is to create the
finest academic institution in the city of Philadelphia
over the next five years. That is a lofty goal and a heavy
lift, but we have the team in place — administrative and
academic — to succeed. We have big ideas and a bold
vision for this school.”
Michael Barnett, a 1990 graduate of Archbishop Ryan,
joined the presidents ranks in November. Barnett’s
background includes experience in business leadership
and education. A former teacher and graduate of
Millersville University in education, Barnett most
recently was regional director for the Bensalem-based
telecom firm Carousel Industries.

Dr. Matthew Powell

Jay DeFruscio

Michael Barnett

“I do believe it’s a calling. I wouldn’t have done this for
any other institution, but I graduated from Ryan in 1990.
If it hadn’t been for Ryan, I wouldn’t have accomplished
all I have in my life. This was where it all started for me,”
Mike said of getting to lead his alma mater.
From leadership to academic excellence, the five
new presidents set a tone in 2016-2017 for a strong,
individual culture at their schools. Mike Barnett spoke
of his experience at Archbishop Ryan, but it is true of
every school in the Archdiocese: “When we focus on
the things we’re good at, and on making them better
year after year, it’s amazing what we can do. When
alumni are energized, when there’s more school spirit,
when the teachers and faculty are excited to come in
every day, when you see the executive leadership team
delivering on their plans, the buzz changes around the
school in a positive way. It puts a positive energy in the
air. And that benefits the students. We invite everyone
to be part of it.”

Joe McColgan

Daniel Lodise
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High School

Advancement

High School advancement
HIGH SCHOOL

2016 – 2017

2017 – 2018

Fundraising

EITC/OSTC

Fundraising

EITC/OSTC

Archbishop Carroll

$1,047,368

$263,597

$1,310,965

Total

$500,532

$788,460

$1,288,992

Total

Archbishop Ryan

$478,571

$291,200

$769,771

$365,813

$275,000

$640,813

Archbishop Wood

$465,713

$85,622

$551,335

$541,183

$40,000

$581,183

Bishop McDevitt

$576,283

$424,024

$1,000,307

$604,116

$464,500

$1,068,616

Bishop Shanahan

$913,692

$193,150

$1,106,842

$904,927

$575,385

$1,480,312

Cardinal O’Hara

$537,832

$466,032

$1,003,864

$642,671

$476,668

$1,119,339

Conwell-Egan

$916,808

$368,293

$1,285,101

$1,005,521

$320,000

$1,325,521

Father Judge

$1,064,586

$552,421

$1,617,007

$1,005,002

$629,766

$1,634,768

John W. Hallahan

$1,262,216

$175,155

$1,437,371

$456,191

$106,596

$562,787

Lansdale Catholic

$268,241

$48,800

$317,041

$165,378

$110,335

$275,713

Little Flower

$1,400,174

$273,182

$1,673,356

$1,547,920

$304,175

$1,852,095

Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast

$1,098,235

$720,357

$1,818,592

$1,102,875

$730,849

$1,833,724

Pope John Paul II

$333,055

$157,300

$490,355

$291,230

$158,000

$449,230

Roman Catholic

$1,884,929

$448,309

$2,333,238

$1,481,796

$492,000

$1,767,796

Ss. John Neumann & Maria Goretti

$485,143

$329,881

$815,024

$356,125

$143,500

$499,625

St. Hubert

$584,447

$144,108

$728,555

$504,307

$185,527

$689,834

West Catholic*

$6,147,861

$904,002

$7,051,863

$979,505

$903,597

$1,883,102

TOTALS

$19,465,154

$5,845,433

$25,310,587

$12,455,091

$6,704,358

$19,159,449

* The 2016-2017 fundraising total for West Catholic includes a one-time gift of $5,000,000.
High school development/fundraising refers to charitable gifts raised by school advancement
staffs from individuals, foundations, corporations, special events, and campaigns.

High School Advancement At a Glance:
10 Schools exceeded $1 million in their total fundraising

High School
Fundraising
2016 – 2017
School Fundraising . . . . . . .  $19,465,154
BLOCS - EITC / OSTC  . . . . .  $5,845,433
Total Raised . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,310,587

2017 – 2018
School Fundraising . . . . . . .  $12,455,091
BLOCS - EITC / OSTC  . . . . . $6,704,358
Total Raised . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $19,159,449
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Enrollment & Tuition Assistance

Making Catholic Education Affordable
The mission of Faith in the Future is to provide a Catholic education
to all who desire it. Ensuring affordability is a challenge that continues
to affect many of our students and their families.

Enrollment continues to decline in the high
schools, due in large part to the issue of
affordability. Faith in the Future is grateful to
the donors, scholarship partners, and BLOCS
for their assistance in helping our students
and families afford the education they desire.

2017-2018 Total Tuition Assistance Awarded $24,407,680
Total Need Based Aid Awarded $15,244,435
2017-2018 Enrollment, All SchoolS
9th Grade
(2021)
2,950

10th Grade
(2020)
2,920

11th Grade
(2019)
3,115

Three Year Enrollment Trend

12th Grade
(2018)

2015-2016 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13,193
2016-2017 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12,957

3,259

2017-2018 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12,244

Total Enrollment: 12,244

# of Students
17 Archdiocesan High Schools
Total Student
School Based
Applying
		
Need
Awards
Financial Aid Report
			
with Need		

BLOCS
Tax Credit
Awards*

Total Unmet
Student Need

Archbishop John Carroll High School

$3,573,026

473

$2,023,684

$299,675

$1,249,667

Archbishop Ryan High School

$ 2,911,892

524

$1,249,794

$170,791

$1,491,307

Archbishop Wood Catholic High School

$1,651,789

305

$1,102,341

$50,000

$499,448

Bishop McDevitt High School

$2,510,280

361

$742,100

$411,000

$1,357,180

Bishop Shanahan High School

$1,426,193

266

$884,033

$193,500

$348,660

Cardinal O’Hara High School

$3,362,045

521

$1,326,987

$535,600

$1,499,458

Conwell-Egan Catholic High School

$1,519,113

262

$694,638

$388,160

$436,315

Father Judge High School

$2,662,230

550

$981,970

$307,097

$1,373,164

John W. Hallahan Girls School

$ 1,776,314

298

$957,768

$157,478

$661,069

Lansdale Catholic High School

$761,732

176

$626,025

$104,500

$31,207

Little Flower Catholic High School

$2,201,880

354

$1,730,430

$254,750

$216,700

Monsignor Bonner Archbishop Prendergast Catholic HS

$3,030,757

489

$1,174,041

$685,005

$1,171,711

Pope John Paul II High School

$953,785

176

$812,050

$163,350

$-21,615

Roman Catholic High School

$2,889,341

540

$1,455,010

$281,619

$1,152,712

SS. John Neumann and Maria Goretti Catholic HS

$2,312,645

387

$1,327,742

$298,006

$686,897

St. Hubert Catholic High School

$1,562,494

286

$934,871

$155,696

$471,927

West Catholic Preparatory High School

$2,122,047

306

$1,200,321

$727,650

$194,076

Totals

$37,227,563

6,274

$19,223,804

$5,183,876

$12,819,883

* “BLOCS Tax Credit Awards” are included in the “School Based Awards” totals.
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Student Demographics 2017 – 2018
Total Enrollment: 12,244
INCLUDES:

Population by
School Location

Suburban 57%

Urban 43%

Religion
Gender

Race/Ethnicity

Non-Catholic
22%

Catholic 78%

Female 49%

Male 51%

Hispanic 4% 

White 64%

Black 16%

Asian
5%



All
Others

11%

Class of 2018 Destination

Class of 2018
Total College
Scholarships Awarded:
$399,675,733

Career
Technical School 1%
Armed Forces 1%
Other 5%

2-Year
College
12%

 Total Number of Graduates: 3,259
 Number Offered Scholarships: 1,863 (57.57%)
 Number of Scholarships Offered: 7,428
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4-Year College
81%

Extra-Curricular Academics:
Diocesan Scholars
Twelve Catholic colleges in the Philadelphia area, in cooperation with the
Secondary School System of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, sponsor the
Diocesan Scholars Program. The top juniors at each high school are invited to
apply for the program. Students are assigned a placement at one of several
participating colleges. There is no extra fee or college tuition for courses taken.
Students receive both high school and college credit. This experience not only
proves strong academic capability, but it also gives students an opportunity to
experience what it is like to be a college student.
“Being a Diocesan Scholar gave me a glimpse of college life while remaining in
a familiar environment. It was very nice to be able to acclimate to independence
and the college experience slowly, so as not to be overwhelmed with a whole
new world all at once. I was able to hear insights from people near my age
who had already gone through all of the changes of college, allowing me to
better prepare myself for my own transition. Additionally, since the University of
Scranton offers a similar program, my Gwynedd credits were able to transfer to
Scranton without a problem.”
Annabeth Wengyn, Landsale Catholic Class of 2018, attended Gwynedd Mercy
University as part of the Diocesan Scholar program, and took classes in Business
Theory, Death and Dying, Computer Forensics, and World Religions. She will
next attend the University of Scranton.
“At Gwynedd I met some incredible professors and fellow students, who taught
me things I would not have learned in high school. Being a Diocesan Scholar
helped to prepare me for the intensity of college classes, the transition away
from home, and the overall college experience. I was very blessed to have been
chosen to participate in the program.”

Diocesan scholar Annabeth Wengyn
’18 pictured receiving the 2017 High
School Leadership Award from
Widener University and NBC10 from
Dr. Julie Wollman, President of
Widener and Ms. Tracy Davidson,
Anchor/Reporter for NBC10.

Academics
Roundup:
2017 – 2018
High School Academics
At a Glance

Thank You
to our partner colleges and
universities who support
our students in the
Diocesan Scholar program:
Cabrini University
Chestnut Hill College
Gwynedd Mercy University
Holy Family University
Immaculata University
La Salle University
Manor Junior College
Neumann University
Rosemont College
Saint Charles Borromeo
Seminary
Saint Joseph’s University
Villanova University

Faith in the Future High Schools continue to strive for academic
excellence in programming and opportunity for our students.

2,800 students took at least one AP test
3,552 AP exams were taken in May of 2018
920 Seniors took 1,756 AP tests
34 students were named National Merit Scholars
1,863 Individual students were offered college scholarships
57.57% of the Class of 2018 were offered college scholarships
999 Seniors earned Honors in the Fourth Quarter of their Senior Year
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The Class of 2018

College
Destinations:
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Albright College
Alvernia University
America University
Arcadia University
Arizona State University
ASA College
Atlanta Sports Academy
Auburn University
Auburn University, Montgomery
Austin Peay State University
Babson College
Barry University
Baylor University
Binghamton University
Boston College
Boston University
Bowling Green State University
Brightwood Career Institute
Bryn Athyn College
Bucknell University
Bucks County Community College
Cabrini University
California Polytechnic State University,
San Luis Obispo
California State University, Fullerton
California University of Pennsylvania
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University of America
Cedar Crest College
Central Connecticut State University
Champlain College
Chapman University
Chatham University
Chestnut Hill College
Christopher Newport University
Clarion University
Clark Atlanta University
Clemson University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
College of William and Mary
Columbia College Chicago
Columbus State Community College
Community College of Beaver County
Community College of Philadelphia
Concordia College
Coppin State University
Cornell University
Culinary Institute of America
Cumberland County College
Daytona State College
Delaware County Community College
Delaware State University
Delaware Technical & Community College,
Terry Campus
Delaware Valley University
Denison University
DeSales University
Dickinson College
Drexel University
Duquesne University
Earlham College
East Carolina University
East Stroudsburg University
Eastern Kentucky University

Eastern University
Eckerd College
Edinboro University
Elizabethtown College
Elmira College
Elon University
Empire Beauty School
Fairfield University
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Fashion Institute of Technology
Ferris State University
Ferrum College
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida State University
Fordham University
Franciscan University
Franciscan University of Steubenville
Franklin & Marshall College
Franklin Pierce University
Gannon University
George Washington University
Georgia Institute of Technolgy
Georgia Southern University
Gettysburg College
Goldey-Beacom College
Grand Canyon University
Gwynedd Mercy University
Hampton University
Harcum College
Harford Community College
Harrisburg University
Harrisburg University of
Science & Technology
Haverford College
Hawaii Pacific University
High Point University
Hofstra University
Holy Family University
Hood College
Howard University
Hussian College of Art
Immaculata University
Indiana University
Indiana University at Bloomington
Indiana University of Pennsylvania,
Punxsutawney
Indiana Universtiy of Pennsylvania
Iona College
Ithaca College
Jacksonville University
James Madison University
Jean Madeline Aveda Institute
Jireh Prep
JNA Institute of Culinary Arts
John Abbott College
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson and Wales University
Juilliard School
Juniata College
King’s College
King’s College London
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania
La Salle University
Lafayette College

Lansdale School of Business
Lebanon Valley College
Lehigh University
Liberty University
Lincoln Tech
Lincoln University
Lock Haven University
Louisiana State University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University, Maryland
Lycoming College
Lynchburg College
Lynn University
Make-up Designory LA
Make-up Designory — New York
Manhattan College
Manor College
Marist College
Maryland Instutute College of Art
Marymount Manhattan College
Marymount University
Marywood University
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences
Mercer County Community College
Mercyhurst University
Messiah College
Miami Universitiy
Michigan State University
Michigan Technological University
Midlands Technical College
Millersville University
Miseracordia University
Monmouth University
Monroe College
Montana State University
Montclair State University
Montgomery County
Community College
Moore College of Art and Design
Moorehouse College
Moravian College
Morehead State University
Morehouse College
Morgan State University
Morisville State University
Mount St. Mary’s University
Muhlenberg College
National University of Ireland Galway
Naval Foundry & Propeller Center
Neumann University
New Mexico State University
New York School of Visual Art
New York State University at Buffalo
New York University
Newberry College
Niagara University
Norfolk State University
North Carolina State University
Northeastern University
Northern Michigan University
Norwich University
Ohio State University
Ohio University
Ohlone College

Olympus Prep Academy
Orleans Technical College
Otis College of Art & Design
Pace University
Pasadena City College
Pennco Tech
Pennsylvania College of Technology
Pennsylvania State University
Pennsylvania State University,
Abington
Pennsylvania State University, Altoona
Pennsylvania State University, Beaver
Pennsylvania State University, Berks
Pennsylvania State University,
Brandywine
Pennsylvania State University, Erie
Pennsylvania State University,
Harrisburg
Pennsylvania State University, York
Pittsburgh Technical
Pratt Institute
Princeton University
Providence College
Pulse Beauty Academy
Purdue University
Quincy University
Quinnipiac University
Radford University
Ramapo College of New Jersey
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rider University
Robert Morris University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rocky Mountain College
of Art & Design
Rosemont College
Rowan College at Burlington County
Rowan University
Rutgers University
Rutgers University, Camden
Sacred Heart University
Saddleback College
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary
Saint Joseph’s University
San Diego State University
San Jose State University
Santa Monica College
School of Visual Arts
Seton Hill University
Shippensburg University
Simon Fraser University
Slippery Rock University
Southern California Institute
of Architecture
Southern New Hampshire University
Southern Utah University
Southern Vermont College
Southwest Institute of Healing Arts
Springfield Tech Community College
St. Anselm College
St. Francis University
St. John Fisher College
St. John’s College
St. John’s University
St. John’s University, Queens Campus

St. Vincent College
State University of New York,
Morrisville State College
State University of New York,
New Paltz
Stevens Institute of Technology
Stockton University
Stony Brook University
Susquehanna University
Syracuse University
Tallahassee Community College
Temple University
Temple University, Honors College
Temple University, Tyler School of Art
Texas Tech University
Thaddeus Stevens College
of Technology
The Catholic University of America
The College of New Jersey
The College of Wooster
The Curtis Institute of Music
The George Washington University
The New School
The Restaurant School
The Restaurant School
at Walnut Hill College
The University of Alabama
The University of Arizona
The University of California, Davis
The University of Hartford
The University of Oklahoma
The University of Scranton
The University of Tampa
The University of the Arts
Thomas Aquinas College
Thomas Jefferson University
Towson University
Trinity College
Tufts University
Tuskegee University
United States Naval Academy
University at Buffalo
The State University of New York
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Central Florida
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Connecticut
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Hartford
University of Hong Kong
University of Illinois at Chicago
University of Illinois
at Urbana — Champaign
University of Kentucky
University of Maine
University of Manitoba

University of Mary
University of Maryland
University of Maryland,
Baltimore County
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Maryland, Eastern Shore
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Massachusetts, Boston
University of Miami
University of New Hampshire
University of New Haven
University of North Carolina, Charlotte
University of North Carolina,
Greensboro
University of Northwestern Ohio
University of Notre Dame
University of Oregon
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Pittsburgh, Bradford
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown
University of Richmond
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Scranton
University of South Carolina
University of South Carolina, Columbia
University of South Carolina, Columbus
University of Tampa
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
University of the Arts
University of the Sciences
in Philadelphia
University of Vermont
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Ursinus College
Valley Forge Military College
Villanova University
Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Military Institute
Virginia State University
Virginia Tech
Wagner College
Washington College
Washington Jefferson College
Washington State University
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Wesley College
West Chester University
West Virginia University
Widener University
Wilkes University
Williamson College of the Trades
Wilmington University
Wilson College
Winston Salem State University
Woodbury University
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Xavier University
Yale University
York College of Pennsylvania
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Our Principals

Michele Beachy

John W. Hallahan Catholic Girls’
High School

Peter Chapla

Father Judge High School for Boys

Michael Culnan

Conwell-Egan Catholic High School

Mary Harkins

Archbishop Wood High School

Sr. Kathleen Klarich, RSM
Little Flower Catholic
High School for Girls

Kelly Lanza

West Catholic Preparatory High School

Gerard Laskowski

Anchen Schulz

Michael McArdle

James Standberg

St. Hubert Catholic High School for Girls
Bishop Shanahan High School

Rita McGovern

Lansdale Catholic High School

Joseph McFadden

Archbishop Ryan High School

Reverend Brian Kean

Pope John Paul II High School

Hugh Quigley

Ss. John Neumann and Maria Goretti
Catholic High School

Archbishop John Carroll High School
Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop
Prendergast Catholic High School

Vince Tarducci

Roman Catholic High School for Boys

Eileen Murphy Vice

Cardinal O’Hara High School

Sr. Susan Walsh, RSM

Mercy Career and Technical
High School
An independent school supported in
partnership with OCE and Faith in the Future.

Patricia Rooney

Bishop McDevitt High School
Back Row L-R: Michael Culnan, Patricia Rooney, Anchen Schulz, Michael McArdle, James Standberg, Rev. Brian Kean,
Vince Tarducci, Joseph McFadden Front Row L-R: Hugh Quigley, Eileen Murphy Vice, Mary Harkins, Michele Beachy,
Gerard Laskowski, Kelly Lanza, Rita McGovern, Sr. Kathleen Klarich, RSM, Peter Chapla Not pictured: Sr. Susan Walsh, RSM
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On Leading an Academically-Excellent,
Catholic, Urban School
For both Vince Tarducci and Kelly Lanza, choosing to be a
principal in an urban Catholic school was a decision they
are proud of. They spent the 2017-2018 year learning the
rhythms of leading the academic teams at Roman Catholic
High School and West Catholic Preparatory High School,
respectively.
“Urban education is exciting and rewarding and very hard
work. When you are an urban educator, your heart just
doubles in love every day. It’s a great experience, with a
great sense of community and fidelity,” said Kelly. “West
Catholic Prep is a wonderful school community with a very
engaging faculty, and dedicated educators. The students
and families that are here are wonderful. This is really a
home for me and my staff, and the teachers and students
that are here.”
Vince agrees. “Every day I get to teach at Roman is a gift.
As a graduate of Roman Catholic High School, it has been
a blessing to be able to give back to my alma mater as a
teacher, counselor, and now principal.”
The students at Roman and West come from diverse
backgrounds. The student population has changed as the
city around the schools have changed, reflecting the everchanging dynamic of city life. But for the principals, keeping
Catholic education alive is as important today as it ever was.
“Catholic education is alive and vibrant at 4501 Chestnut
Street. We have a gift that so many people in our nation and
our world do not have. The most engaging classes in my
building are my theology classes. I get to go in and witness
the excitement and enthusiasm that happens around
our faith and how our students who may not be Catholic
relate to the Catholic faith. That for me, makes me feel alive
and rejuvenated,” shared Kelly. “When there were school
shootings this year, we came together as a community. We
voiced our concerns and our students voiced their concerns
over school violence. The beauty of that voicing was that we
were able to do it in a prayer setting. I remind our students
of that all the time — when we come together in joy, when
we come together in sorrow, when we come together in
anxiety, no matter what the situation, we get to do it first in
prayer, and that is such a gift.”

Giving students of all backgrounds the opportunity to
learn in a faith-centered environment is a mission for many
of our urban educators. “Catholic education is important
today more than ever. In a world that often seems plagued
by violence, hatred, anger, and hostility, Catholic education
serves as that glimmer of light to combat these negative
human experiences by teaching the next generation to live
out the Gospel message,” Vince stated. “Besides offering
an excellent academic curriculum, Catholic education
provides students with an opportunity to strengthen their
relationship with God. By receiving a Catholic education,
students are prepared to make a difference in our world
because they are instilled with a set of values which include
faith, hope, love, peace, self-discipline, integrity, forgiveness,
compassion, justice, and a deep respect for life.”
With the faith element of education alive and well, it
is easier to get students to invest in an academically
rich curriculum. Students thrive and find success in
an environment filled with open discussion, honest
reflection, and an invitation to introspection. The family
environment felt at West Catholic and the brotherhood
shared by Roman students and alumni are examples of the
connection shared by students, educators, and alumni in
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s schools.

Principals Spotlight

Vince Tarducci,
Principal at
Roman Catholic
High School
for Boys; and
Kelly Lanza,
Principal at
West Catholic
Preparatory School

Specific programming designed around the needs of urban
students includes the Summer Bridge Program, now in its
third year. The Summer Bridge Program was designed to
boost students' academic skills in small classes and bolster
their confidence to help them make a smooth transition
from elementary schools to Archdiocesan high schools.
Incoming ninth graders from urban elementary schools
participate in a month-long summer school covering math,
language arts, study skills, time-management strategies,
and the religious culture of Catholic high schools. This prep
course gets them up to speed academically, socially, and
with more confidence as they enter ninth grade.
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Rigorous
Academic
Excellence,

Backed by
Faith-based Education

For teachers in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the opportunity to blend the
tradition of a faith-based education with a demanding academic curriculum is a
challenge met with high excitement. For Liz Farren, Math Chair at Monsignor Bonner
and Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High School, it allows her to share her career
with her children, to create a family atmosphere for her students, and to encourage
critical thinking as the strongest skill set she can teach.
“In the fall, I will be starting my 30th year in Catholic Education. I spent fourteen
years teaching at the elementary/middle school level and this is my sixteenth year
at Bonner & Prendie,” Liz shared. As the Math Department Chair, overseeing courses
in Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2, PreCalculus/Trigonometry, Calculus, and Statistics,
she has found new ways to encourage individual learning and success. “The math
department uses ALEKS, which is a computer program that helps us individualize
the student's learning. ALEKS uses artificial intelligence to asses the student's skills
in a given subject and then provides practice in the areas that are needed. It also
provides enrichment for those students that are ready to learn new topics.”
Liz knows the value of individualized learning for students. With a son and daughter
at Bonner & Prendie, she sees the strength of other teachers at school and at home,
and knows that the lessons taught in high school will be remembered far down the
road. “I think that math/STEM is exciting for my students to study because it is so
important in their lives. Teaching math/STEM effectively means giving students the
skills they need to analyze problems and think critically. Students often ask, “When
will ever I use this?”, but in math even if they don’t use that particular skill again, they
all will need to become effective problem solvers, no matter what occupation they
choose. I love running into former students that are excited to share that they are
using the math they learned in high school in their career!”

Top: Liz Farren, Bonner & Prendie,
with her daughter Kaitlin, Class of 2019,
and son Kevin, Class of 2021.
Bottom: Courtney McHale, St. Hubert Catholic
School for Girls, with Bambie students.

For Courtney McHale, Director of School Ministry for St. Hubert Catholic School for
Girls, the best part of her work is seeing the students she teaches experience their
faith in a real manner. “I knew I always wanted to make a difference for others,
realizing that our Catholic Faith has made every difference in my own life, the only
thing left to do was to roll up my sleeves and bring it to the world! That's why I chose
High School Campus Ministry,” Courtney said. “There is no greater reward than seeing
a student have a real encounter with the person of Jesus Christ. When you see that
light go off and you know their life will never be the same, this is the greatest joy.”
Whether it’s teaching theology classes, leading retreats, or overseeing community
service, Courtney is encouraged daily by the interactions with her students. “For me
it's the little moments that make it all worth it. When a student shares her heart and
her story with me it is a great privilege to be trusted and to receive her. The retreat
days can be powerful as well, to see Jesus take over after you’ve labored and prayed
over all the preparations, and then just to surrender it for God to touch these hearts.
One of the most special faith experiences we have at St. Hubert are the Adoration
Encounters. This is where we invite the entire student body into a time of Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament with music and special lighting. The atmosphere changes
as you feel the Holy Spirit wash over us with His peace, and every time my heart
is filled with hope as I look out to these young faces filling with tears, smiles, and
singing their hearts out.”
Catholic education continues to be a relevant and powerful place for young people to
learn. The combination of the teachings of the Church and the academic excellence
provided by teachers like Liz and Courtney are a strong footing upon which the
students of Philadelphia begin their lives.
As Courtney puts it, “Catholic Education is a reminder of all the ways we are called to
educate humanity of the tremendous love story between God and man. We’re living
in a culture where people are desperately seeking happiness, and we can't afford to
bury the treasure we have in our Faith. It's beautiful if it can start in our schools, and
even more beautiful when we let that launch us into every other area of life.”
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Passionate Students

For two members of the Class of 2018,
their high school education has indelibly
shaped their futures. Pope John Paul II
Senior Alyssa Garcia was chosen as the
keynote student speaker for the 39th
Annual Academic Honors Convocation.
Alyssa was very involved at PJP; she
was the National Honors Society Vice
President of Academics, the editor and
writer of the Literary Arts Magazine:
Palladium, a student ambassador, a
student tutor, a performer in PJP’s Show
Choir, Liturgical Choir, Concert Band and
the Spring Musicals. She is a Presidential
scholar and attended Immaculata
University as a Diocesan scholar.

film Getting Grace directed by Daniel
Roebuck. Alyssa headed to Drexel
University, majoring in Music Industry
with a recording arts focus. “PJP provided
me with both real world and personal
applications of my Catholic faith. With
these teachings, I am well informed and
eager to continue to be a modern disciple
of God. I plan to publicly witness to my
beliefs through my words and day-to-day
actions. More specifically, as a singersongwriter, my Catholic faith and beliefs
contribute greatly to my lyrics and the
messages I portray in my music. I plan to
continue to use my songs as an outlet to
testify to my faith and my love of God.”

More important than accolades and
achievements, Alyssa attributes much of
her success to encouragement from her
classmates and teachers. “My favorite part
about being a PJP student was always
the sense of family and community.
Each student, faculty member, staff
member, and anyone remotely involved
with PJP never hesitated to build me up
academically, spiritually, and personally.
The amount of support I received as
an artist throughout my four years and
beyond has significantly impacted my
success and my confidence in my music,”
she said. “Like our patron saint Pope
Saint John Paul II said, “Do not be afraid.”
The best way to embrace life at PJP is to
immerse yourself in the community.”

For Brandon Schmidt, an Archbishop
Wood senior, the experience of
community is similar to Alyssa’s. He has
been particularly inspired by teachers
and faculty who truly care about their
students, and the opportunity to make
a difference in the community. He
headed to St. Charles Borromeo
Seminary in the fall.

Alyssa is a singer-songwriter, pianist,
ukulele player, and audio engineer.
She released her first full-length album,
“Three Little Words,” and two of her
songs are currently featured in the

Brandon ran cross country for four
years, serving as a captain his senior
year, worked with campus ministry and
served as a leader on the Kairos retreats,
was an executive member of Student
Council, part of CARES, an anti-bullying
community program, and worked with
other high school leaders throughout
Bucks County as part of a peer-to-peer
idea sharing program.

Brandon Schmidt, Archbishop Wood
Class of 2018

priest in the back of his mind. As he said,
“the doorway has always been open, but
during my senior year leading a Kairos
retreat, I was able to see myself as a leader
in a ministry way. My eyes were opened in
a sense, and when I came home the signs
kept coming. Everything was clicking, and
I applied to the seminary.”
Brandon’s favorite class was theology,
and the teachers at Archbishop Wood
have been immensely supportive of his
decision. “The community at Wood has
been so supportive, and I look forward
to continuing that sense of community
at the seminary. That community, where
everybody is focused on becoming a
priest and growing in holiness, I think
that’s a great atmosphere that I’m looking
forward to joining,” Brandon said. He plans
to be a diocesan priest for the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia. “I just really fell in love
with my vocation, and I couldn’t see
myself doing anything else.”

Brandon has always been an active
member of his home parish, close with his
pastors, and had the idea of becoming a

Alyssa Garcia,
Pope John
Paul II High
School Class
of 2018
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AOPS ATHLETICS:

Success On and Off
the Field
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National Record Holder
Josh Hoey, Bishop Shanahan Class of 2018, had a record-breaking senior year
as he placed first overall in the 800m at the USATF Junior Outdoor Track &
Field Championships (June 15-17) on the campus of Indiana University.
Josh posted a winning time of 1:49.48. In February, he set the national high
school record in the 800m at Boston University’s Last Chance Meet. He
posted a time of 1:47.67, eclipsing the previous record of 1:49.21, set in 2009.
Off the track, he credits his success to his parents and his faith. He spoke
to CYO athletes prior to the Region 17 Championships on May 5 at Bishop
Shanahan High School about his faith and the role prayer plays in his
competitive life, and about how his faith has helped him in his running.
“I’ve been really blessed,” Hoey said. “My parents help guide me on a daily
basis. They are pretty much the reason I’ve been able to have this success.”
In addition, while Josh didn’t run at the PIAA Outdoor Track & Field
Championships, his brother Jonah (Class of 2020) finished second overall
in the 1,600m run as Bishop Shanahan captured the Boys 3A state title.

Catholic Athletes for Christ
Courage Award
Twenty student-athletes representing 11 Archdiocesan high schools were
honored as 2018 Courage Award recipients by Catholic Athletes for Christ
for their leadership in academics, athletics, service and faith at a ceremony
held at Citizens Bank Park.
The program included former Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver
Jason Avant as the keynote speaker.
The 2018 Courage Award Winners are Mary DeSimone and Michael
Sponholtz, Archbishop Carroll; Regina Ruskowski and Brendan Scanlon,
Archbishop Ryan; Matthew Duddy and Patricia Templeton, Bishop McDevitt;
Abby Bailey and Tom Waite, Bishop Shanahan; Chileskasi Adele and
Daly Ewing, Bonner-Prendie; Obinna Ihejirika and Katie Till, Cardinal O’Hara;
Conor Daugherty and Theresa Richardson, Conwell Egan; Jordyn McDonald
and Madelyn Moore, Lansdale Catholic; Serena Pisacano and Sophie Walsh,
Little Flower; Kieran Donnelly, Roman Catholic; and Madde Wnukowski,
St. Hubert.

On the Field
Over 4,400 students
participated in athletics during
the 2017 – 2018 academic year,
including freshman, junior
varsity, and varsity teams
A total of 2,019 studentathletes earned first or
second academic honors
while competing in a PIAA
fall or winter sport for their
respective high school during
the 2017 – 2018 school year

79 student-athletes garnered
All-State distinction during
the 2017 – 2018 school year
136 graduating seniors
earned athletic college
scholarships for the
2018 – 2019 school year

9 s tate championships were
4

won by our schools last year:

Neumann-Goretti
	
Girls’ basketball
Boys’ basketball
Girls’ indoor track & field
Girls’ outdoor track & field

2 Bishop Shanahan
	
Boys’ lacrosse
Boys’ outdoor track & field
1
1
1

Archbishop Wood
Football
Roman
Boys’ basketball
St. Hubert
Competitive spirit
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Rising Starters

Embrace Entrepreneurial Spirit

Teams from the 17 Archdiocesan high schools participated in
the inaugural “Rising Starters” tournament hosted by Drexel
University’s Close School of Entrepreneurship, coordinated
by Sr. Maureen McDermott, IHM, Chief Academic Officer
and Superintendent of Secondary Schools, and Donna
De Carolis, the founding dean of the Charles D. Close School of
Entrepreneurship and Faith in the Future Foundation
board member.
Each team first competed internally at their school to present
an innovative business concept for consideration. They created
business plans and developed best practices for their concepts.
Dozens of teams participated, with each school ultimately
choosing a winning team to represent their school at the
Archdiocesan level. Teams were supported by faculty advisors
and mentors from Schoolyard Ventures, a “Rising Starter”
partner.
The selected teams pitched their business ideas to a panel
of judges including Nick Bayer, CEO and Founder of Saxby’s
Coffee; Mike Hagan, Co-founder and Managing Partner of
Hawk Capital Partners; Lisa Maguire, Founder of Get Real Get
Raw; Jamie Maguire, Executive Chairman of Philadelphia
Insurance Companies and Member of Drexel University Board
of Trustees; and Stan Silverman, Vice Chairman of Drexel
University and Founder & CEO of Silverman Leadership.
“As a board member of FIF, I wanted to showcase the
entrepreneurial spirit of our high school students. I created
the Rising Starters Competition and every one of the 17 high
schools participated. The winning teams from each high
school not only had terrific business ideas, their presentation
styles were professional and engaging. The energy in the room

the evening of the Rising Starters competition was nothing
short of amazing,” De Carolis said of the event. “Parents,
students, principals, and presidents were all excited. I think
that given the opportunity to solve a problem and start a
new venture, using their passions and skills, unleashed the
entrepreneurial drive of our students.”
The Bishop Shanahan High School team of Faith Busanic,
Hailey Gibson, Michael Skros, and Shaun Vassil, received
the first-place trophy and a $2,500 award to support their
winning business proposal, the EZ-Jar, a jar with a built-in
screw mechanism that allows for peanut butter, mayonnaise,
and similar products to easily be scraped out of the jar. They
have been invited to spend a day on Drexel’s campus in the
Laurence A. Baiada Institute for Entrepreneurship, where they
will work with college entrepreneurs.
The second place team from West Catholic Preparatory High
School, represented by Tamiya Spraggins, Nylla Johnson, and
Ayanna Williams, developed Oggo, a system of electronic
organization and storage for Home, Work, and On-The-Go.
They received $1,500 from the Charles D. Close School of
Entrepreneurship. Third place and $1,000 went to Nicole
Lemongelli of Little Flower Catholic High School for Girls for
her E Septa app, an app that allows you to digitally store and
use your electronic transit pass to
avoid misplacing it.
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At the Forefront of Innovation
28
28

Technology Upgrades and Innovation
Three Year Infrastructure Upgrades

6 rebuilds and 6 upgrades were completed from 2016 to 2018,
with 2 more upgrades planned for 2019.

The 2017–2018

School
Status
		

Cost
Net Cost
Year
(000)		 (000)

West Catholic

Rebuild

$250

Neumann-Goretti

Rebuild

$237

Hallahan

Rebuild

$188

Father Judge

Rebuild

$168		

Archbishop Carroll

Rebuild

$125

Bishop McDevitt

Rebuild

$111		

Saint Hubert

Upgrade

$133

Archbishop Ryan

Upgrade

$169		

Archbishop Wood

Upgrade

$162

Roman Catholic

Upgrade

$138

Cardinal O’Hara

Upgrade

$115

2016

2017

$562

$584

2019

$153

Bishop Shanahan

Upgrade

$97

Upgrade

$56

Conwell-Egan

Maintain

$12

Pope John Paul II

Maintain

$11

Bonner-Prendie

Maintain

$13

Lansdale Catholic

Maintain

$13		

Annual

recognizes teachers
who have specifically
engaged with the
AOP EdTech team to

2018

Little Flower

TOTAL		$2,023

$675

EdTech Influencer

provide or present
content through:
webinars, teacher
features, leading
a session at the
AOP EdCamp, or
by presenting at
the AOP Secondary
Summer Tech
Academy.

Tech Coaching: Using Innovative Technology
to Advance Academic Success
For the AOP Tech Team, supporting thousands of students
at the secondary, elementary, and special education levels is
made easy by always focusing on the four C’s: creativity, critical
thinking, communication, and collaboration. These tenets of
teamwork, grounded in best practices, allow them to support the
administrators, faculty, and students throughout the Archdiocese.
The AOP Tech Coaches work with teachers and administrators
to improve technology integration for the students in the
Archdiocese. They train and coach groups and individuals to
enhance academic programming with the use of new and
innovative technology. They also teach guest lessons, co-teach
with a classroom teacher, and present on digital safety and
other relevant topics. On any given day, the Tech Coaches could
be working one-on-one, in small groups, or in large cohorts of
teachers to advance professional development and idea sharing.
Large group professional development largely occurs at the
beginning of the semesters, with one-on-one support and group
coaching available throughout the year. Topics covered in large
and small settings include all things Google related (Docs, Drive,
Forms, Slides, Classroom, Chromebooks, etc.), iPad integration,
digital storytelling, formative and summative assessment,
classroom management, digital literacy, digital citizenship,
coding, and robotics.
In a given week, a Tech Coach could support anywhere from 3-8
schools, have office time for professional planning, and work
with OCE leaders on events and system-wide initiatives. “At the
school level, I might be supporting an individual or small group
of teachers in person or virtually or holding an after school
professional development session,” says Tech Coach Alissa DeVito.
“One of our most successful support models is a “Minute Clinic.”
For this, a coach spends a full day in the school for teachers to
stop in during lunch or planning periods to receive personalized
support. We never know what they are going to ask until they are
right in front of us! This model takes a lot of dedicated time, but is
very effective in supporting our schools.”

“The entire AOP Tech team shares a passion for helping the
teachers in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia to be better
equipped to prepare their students to be future ready. They are
a powerful resource for our students, teachers, & administrators,”
says Gene Carboni, BCIT Department Chair at Father Judge
High School, an EdTech Influencer who helps support the FJHS
community with technology integration.
Alissa emphasizes the strength of the program as it has been
buoyed by teacher participation. “We now have teachers, who
after attending our events, are stepping up and presenting
in their own school communities or at conferences. We have
personal relationships with the administrators in our cohorts
and they (and their teachers) do not hesitate to reach out. A very
tangible way I see this is the revamp of our webinar series. This
year, we will be focusing on supporting teachers in earning their
Level 1 Google Educator certification. Three years ago we were
focusing on the essentials of G Suite for Education and now we
are supporting teachers in earning a professional certification,”
she shared. “I think one of the challenges — but also most exciting
parts — of the technology coaches program is that we will
continue to evolve, grow, and develop based on the needs of AOP
Schools. Each time we have added a program or area of support,
it has been as a result of a need in the system. We try to respond
to innovations in the global educational technology community
to keep our teachers at the forefront of innovative technology.”

For the Tech Coaches to be effective, they have found the warm
reception from teachers to be the best tool in their arsenal. They
are a resource first and foremost, who do not evaluate teachers,
but value their input to produce quality content and engaging
events. They have successfully fostered a culture of trust, respect,
and positivity for both educators and coaches.
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Scholarship Supporters
Faith in the Future aims to make Catholic education
affordable for any family and student that desires
it. For many of our students, the cost is still a barrier
to enrolling. Without the scholarships available,
these students would not be able to attend the
high school of their choice. There are many partners
and organizations that provide scholarships to our
students, for which we are incredibly grateful.
The foundations that give scholarships across the
system provide an incredible resource to our students
and schools. These donors believe in the importance
of Catholic education as a bridge to higher learning
and success in life. Their continued financial support
allows many of our students the opportunity to
receive an academically excellent, faith-based
education in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
In addition to the system-wide scholarship supporters
listed on the right, there are many individual
scholarships available to our students throughout the
Archdiocese. We are grateful to the foundations and
donors who continue to make tuition affordable for
the students and families in our schools.

2017 – 2018 Scholarships
Scholarships

# of students

$ amount

Connelly Foundation

554

$2,248,296

Maguire Foundation

510

$1,609,875

Ellis Foundation

176

$629,786

Howley Foundation

106

$332,400

St. Thomas More Alumni Association

78

$93,000

St. John Vianney

27

$81,000

Breakaway Scholarship

15

$75,000

Mitchell Trust

20

$14,500

StoneMor Scholarship

17

$12,750

Business Leadership Organized for Catholic Schools, BLOCS, is an independent organization and integral Faith in the Future
partner committed to giving children access to a high quality, values-based education in Philadelphia area Catholic schools.
Children who attend grade school, high school, or the schools of special education in and around Philadelphia are eligible
for BLOCS Scholarships. During the 2017-2018 school year, BLOCS was able to grant partial tuition scholarships to more
than 14,000 students and raise over 19.5 million dollars in funds for families in need.
Visit https://blocs.org/ to learn more about supporting our students through the PA tax credit program.
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“Father Judge has helped me on my journey from St.
Charles Borromeo to Johns Hopkins University in many
distinct ways. Academically, I have grown profusely
during my four years of high school and now find
enjoyment in learning new things, challenging myself
and discovering what it truly means to be a student.
The curriculum at Father Judge is challenging, yet
completing tasks and learning how to process and fully
learn material molds a student ready to take on the
world and all of its many obstacles.
Athletically, I have grown not only my talents on and off the court and field, but
also the idea of what it truly means to be on a team and partake in something
greater than myself. My teammates and the young men I got to share many
hours training, practicing, and playing with are my best friends and showed me
an entirely new perspective on life, enabling me to look away from self-centered
motivations and towards ones that increase the common good of others.
Since day one, Father Judge has been a place where I am excited to arrive
every morning. There isn’t another place in my life besides my home where I can
truthfully say that I’ve never had a bad day. The Neumann Scholarship has allowed
me to have this experience, for which I will always be grateful. There is so much to
fall back on at Father Judge, your friends, your teachers, your administrators and
the greater Northeast community. Becoming a part of this brotherhood is one
filled with challenges and rewards, and it will truly shape you as a better person
ready to live the ideals of St. Francis de Sales every day of your life.”
Tom Quarry, Father Judge High School Class of 2018
Connelly Foundation Neumann Scholarship Recipient
National Merit Scholarship Commended Student
He is currently in his first year at Johns Hopkins University where
he is a student-athlete (Basketball and Track) majoring in Economics.

“My experience in a Catholic high school has impacted
me and been meaningful all throughout my high school
years so far. I have grown so much in academic, athletic,
and social areas and all I can thank for such growth
is Archbishop John Carroll High School. It means so
much to me to be a part of such a prestigious society
of students where despite our individual differences, we
all love and respect one another. This love and respect
comes from our faith-based community which sees all
as equal through the eyes of Jesus Christ.
I believe being a Maguire scholar means practicing Mr. Maguire’s six steps to
success which are balance, discipline, responsibility, passion, preparation, and
integrity. As a Maguire scholar, it is my duty to live out these six steps to success
in my everyday life along with the desire to become a better person. If it were not
for these steps I do not believe I would have acquired as many achievements in
my past high school years. Positions such as Eagle Scout and Student Council
President were both achieved due to the Maguire scholarship and the foundation
it has laid to help me succeed.”

“My sophomore year at Little
Flower was amazing. Throughout
the year I have grown closer to
the friends I made last year, and
I have also made new friends. I
know that I’m going to be friends
with these girls for many years
to come. I loved the subjects I
learned this year, and I believe
that that is mostly due to the
teachers. My teachers keep me
engaged in the subject, and I
am excited to learn. I have also
learned a lot from my extra
curricular activities. Cross country
and track have taught me how
to have good sportsmanship.
Model UN helped me learn more
about what is going on around
the world. Orchestra has helped
me become a better musician.
I also believe that Saint Therese
has helped me become a better
person. Ever since learning
about her little way, I have made
an effort to perform little acts
of kindness for others. Doing
this has definitely made me a
better person. It also impacts
the lives of others positively. I
am so happy that I chose to
attend Little Flower, and I cannot
wait for the next two years. I
am so grateful to the Connelly
Foundation, which has allowed
me to have these experiences at
Little Flower.”
Sarah Klepesky, Little Flower
Catholic High School for Girls
Class of 2020
Connelly Foundation Neumann
Scholarship Recipient

John Bushner, Archbishop Carroll Class of 2019
Maguire Scholar
Carroll Class of 2019 Student Council President

31

Reaching Their Full Potential:
Special Education Students
FOUR SCHOOLS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
 Archbishop Ryan Academy for the Deaf, an academic

program for children with healthy cognitive ability who are challenged
by hearing impairments or deafness.

 St. Lucy Day School for Children with Visual Impairments,

Nolan

Nolan Slaweski has attended Our
Lady of Confidence Day School for
his entire academic career. To him,
it’s like a second home. His teachers
say that Nolan is a great student
who comes in every day with a
smile. He loves to be in school and
surrounded by his friends. He is
always willing to help out his friends
and teachers. “I love school. Learning
math is my favorite, and playing
games with my friends,” Nolan said.
“I like my teachers and my friends.”

an academic program for children with healthy cognitive ability who
are challenged by visual impairments or blindness.

 St. Katherine Day School, for students with multiple impairments,
intellectual disabilities and Autism Spectrum Disorder.

 Our Lady of Confidence, for students with intellectual disabilities.

SCHOOLS SUPPORTING SCHOOLS
Many of our high schools support fundraisers for charities, and this year
St. Hubert Catholic High School for Girls dedicated their support to one of the
schools of special education. Dancing through a winter storm, they raised over
$13,000 for charity. More than 200 Bambies participated in their first DanceA-Rama, which collected funds through registration fees, sponsorships by
area businesses, and individual contributions.
The proceeds were equally distributed between two beneficiaries — Our Lady
of Confidence Day School (OLC), and the nephrology division at Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).
“We focused on Our Lady of Confidence because a number of St. Hubert
students have family members and friends in the intellectual disabilities
community,” said senior Elizabeth Lopez, who is vice president of the student
council. “We really wanted the girls to know where the money is going.”
Throughout the event, speakers shared their personal connections with OLC
and CHOP. Mick Haines, an OLC student, joined participants on the dance
floor after his presentation. With the first Dance-A-Rama a success, the
students are looking to develop long-term relationships with beneficiaries
such as OLC.

32

A New Initiative for

Special Education
During the Fall of 2017, new efforts related to our Schools of Special Education lead to the debut of
an inaugural advancement program and laying the groundwork to create a board of Specified Jurisdiction.
The Board of Directors, which will support all four Schools of Special Education collectively, will work closely
with school principals to serve as advocates for the Schools of Special Education. New Board members have
already offered expertise and guidance related to several key functional areas such as finance, marketing/
enrollment management, facilities, fundraising, government relations/advocacy, mission and identity
and adult programming for people with disabilities.

As a new board, the focus in the initial start-up year will be to assess the needs and the
opportunities of the four schools and to engage others in the community.
The last several months allowed for board orientation and training meetings as an introduction to our rich
history within the Archdiocese and the tradition of academic excellence alive within our special education
programs. As the next academic year awaits, the Board of Directors will move to quarterly meetings and robust
committee work. To date, 24 individuals from a wide variety of corporate, higher education, non-profit and
community organizations have stepped forward to serve as founding members of our growing Board.
In an effort to keep the student perspective front and center, the Board also
comprises membership with regard to parent and alumni involvement.
There is an on-going commitment to introduce interested individuals to
the mission of our programs and grow our base of support
with regard to time, talent and treasure.
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Schools of Special Education

Board of Directors 2017 – 2018
Tom Aschenbrenner

PwC, Director of Finance

Sister Francis Christie Beck, SSJ
Our Lady of Confidence,
Former Principal

James Birkhead

NSM Insurance Brokers,
Director of Sales

Denise Clofine

St. Edmond’s Home for Children,
Administrator

Tekia Ezell

Sweet Home Healthcare,
President and CEO

Darrell Ezell

Sweet Home Healthcare,
President and CEO

Jason Fortenberry, Esq.

Kershenbaum and Raffaele, LLC,
Legal Counsel

Kate Hagarty

Gwynedd Mercy University,
Associate Director for
Donor Events and Stewardship

Msgr. Paul M. Kennedy

Chrissy Nicholl

David Malloy Ph.D.

Kevin Roe

FIF Board Member, Pastor
St. Katherine of Siena
St. Katherine Day School,
Alumni Parent,
Lockheed Martin, Director, RMS
Facilities

Mary Beth Malloy

St. Katherine Day School,
Alumni Parent

Matt McDonald

Fox Chase Champions,
Founder and President

Michele McDonnell Reichow, Esq.

Kershenbaum and Raffaele, LLC,
Education Consultant and Advocate

Paul Mulholland

Sunoco Inc., Retired

Dennis Murphy

Former VP of Enrollment
(Higher Education and Elementary)

Our Lady of Confidence, Current Parent
St. Katherine of Siena, First Grade Teacher
Independence Blue Cross, Sales Executive

Dr. Wendy Ross

Center for Pediatric Development,
Autism Inclusion Resources

Branden Sacks

Merrill Lynch, Wealth Management Advisor,
Assistant Vice President

Matt Shields

Cardinal O’Hara High School,
Director of Technology and St. Lucy Day School
for Children with Visual Impairments Alumnus

Patti Tulskie

St. Katherine Day School, Current Parent
Reading Specialist, Chester County
Intermediate Unit, Saints Simon and Jude School,
St. Maximilian Kolbe School

Maria Vetter

Kershenbaum and Raffaele, LLC,
Education Consultant and Advocate

Brittney Yanchek

Merrill Lynch, Investment Analyst

Back row L-R: David Malloy, Matt Shields, Darrell Ezell,
Jason Fortenberry, Jim Birkhead, Monsignor Paul M. Kennedy
2nd row, L-R: Patti Tulskie, Kevin Roe, Tom Aschenbrenner,
Branden Sacks, Tekia Ezell, Wendy Ross, Chrissy Nicholl,
Maria Vetter, Paul Mulholland, Kate Hagarty
Front row, L-R: Brittney Yanchek, Sr. Francis Christie Beck
Not pictured: Denise Colfine, Mary Beth Malloy, Matt McDonald,
Michele McDonnell Reichow, and Dennis Murphy

34

As a parent of a recent graduate from one of the Archdiocesan schools of Special
Education, I am thrilled that Faith in the Future has established a Board for Special
Education. The four Archdiocesan schools provide an excellent education consistent
with Catholic values, tailored to the unique needs of each student, in a loving and safe
environment. The new Board will partner with Kathleen Gould, Director of Special
Education, and Melissa DiNofia-Bozzone, Director of Advancement, to enable the schools
to thrive and grow. We are blessed to have Kathleen and Melissa’s leadership, expertise,
and passion for improving the lives of our special children.
The Board formed earlier this year, and has stood up seven committees: Marketing
& Enrollment Management, Advancement, Finance, Mission & Identity, Government
Relations / Advocacy, Facilities, and Adult Programming. These committees and the
Executive Board will be focused on developing short term and long term plans to
strengthen the Schools of Special Education by
 Establishing a firm financial foundation
 Raising the profile of Special Education and increasing enrollment
 Enhancing the ability to attract and retain talented staff
 P
 artnering with Catholic universities and other institutions to develop
state-of-the-art programs
 Deploying assistive technology to improve our special children’s capabilities
These stronger schools will be positioned to meet the growing and unmet demand for
special education in the Philadelphia region. Our schools will be able to provide life-long
learning and lifeskills development in a caring, innovative, and Christ-centered setting for
people with Special Needs.

Enable schools to thrive and grow

Dear Friends,

Please consider supporting these efforts by
volunteering with the Board or one of the
committees, or donating, as we build the best
programs for the special needs of our students.
Sincerely,

David Malloy, Ph.D.
Chair, Board of Special Education
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Donors Truly Make a Difference

Conferences Offer Training and Professional
Development to Teachers and Administrators
With the end of the 2017-2018 school year, the
focus for teachers and administrators has already
turned to the next academic year. Two conferences,
“Cultivate 2018: Catholic School Advancement
Conference,” and “Shifting from Trauma to
Resilience: Supporting Catholic Urban Education
School Communities Through Trauma Informed
Practices,” offered professional development to
teachers, administrators, and staff throughout the
Archdiocese.
Cultivate 2018, a joint offering from the Office of
Catholic Education and Faith in the Future, is the
third annual advancement conference for Catholic
educators. The two day conference in King of Prussia
provided an opportunity for enrollment, marketing,
advancement, and other staff to network and
engage on topics such as engaging donors, school
board basics, and Annual Fund best practices.
Speakers included author and national speaker,
Laura Fredericks, who offered a one-day seminar on
“The Art of the Ask,” and keynote speaker Dr. Mark
Reed, President of Saint Joseph's University.
For advancement professionals, the reminder of why
we passionately believe in our jobs was an important
one. “In asking for a gift, it should be pretty easy,
because you fundamentally believe in what you're
asking for and why you're asking for it,” Dr. Reed said
of engaging donors. “The fact of the matter is you
believe in it, and so when you ask, it's about here's
where the institution is, here's where the institution
is going, and in order for us to achieve this, we need
your support.” Dr. Reed emphasized that our donors
truly make a difference in our institutions and in the
lives of our students.
The Catholic Urban Education Summit (CUES18)
focused on providing trauma awareness education
to K-12 educators throughout the Archdiocese in a
one-day conference held at Saint Joseph's University,
hosted by the Office of Catholic Education and
CUSP, an organization comprised of 10 local Catholic
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colleges and universities including Cabrini University,
Chestnut Hill College, Gwynedd Mercy University,
Holy Family University, Immaculata University,
LaSalle University, Neumann University, Rosemont
College, Saint Joseph's University, and Villanova
University.
Attendees participated in sessions such as “Grit,
Determination and Resilience: Creating TraumaSensitive Classrooms,” and “Supporting Youth
Experiencing Homelessness,” as well as having
the opportunity to train in suicide prevention.
“Even as a 'tweener' school that has a mix of
traditional suburban students and urban students,
the presentations at the CUES Conference were
beneficial in several ways — from the clear and
engaging manner in which the results of research
studies were presented to the reminder that, at
our core, all Catholic schools are called to serve the
humanness of our students first and foremost. It was
certainly a day well-spent,” shared Michael Culnan,
Conwell-Egan Catholic High School Principal.
The strong partnership between the local Catholic
colleges and universities and our Office of Catholic
Education has created a unique program which
puts our students needs first through teacher
training. “In a very short time, the annual Catholic
Urban Education Symposium (CUES) is becoming
a national model of success,” said CUES18 organizer
Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II, Director of District
and School Relations & Co-Director of the Center
for Urban Education, Equity, and Improvement,
Cabrini University. “As research continues to point
out, School, Academy, and Community (SAC)
Partnerships are a critical component to student
success and school transformation. Thus, CUES
perfectly models the aforementioned, by bringing
together various constituents who are committed to
operationalizing Catholic Social Teaching principles
as a means to improve the holistic educational needs
of students and families in our Archdiocese Schools.”

Ways of Giving
Gifts of Stock & Securities

A gift of appreciated stock or securities can provide a tax
advantage to you while promoting the mission of Faith in the
Future.

222 North 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
www.faithinthefuture.com

Planned Giving

TEAM CONTACTS:

Donors who remember Faith in the Future in their estate
planning are welcomed into the foundation’s Legacy Society in
recognition of their commitment to the system-wide success of
Catholic education.

Matching Gifts

Please check with your human resources or community
outreach department for employer matching gift programs
that could double the impact of your gift.

Tax Credit (EITC/OSTC) Programs

Pennsylvania businesses can earn tax credits on their corporate
income tax for contributions made to qualified scholarship
organizations that provide eligible students with financial aid
to attend non-public schools.

United Way

Please select code 52981 to designate Faith in the Future as
your preferred charitable organization. Gifts made through the
2018-2019 United Way annual campaign are welcome through
June 30, 2019.

Irene Horstmann Hannan
Chief Executive Officer
484-370-2985
ihannan@faithinthefuture.com

H. Edward Hanway
Chairman, Board of Directors
484-370-2985
hehanway@faithinthefuture.com

Melissa DiNofia-Bozzone
Director of Advancement
for Special Education
484-370-2985, ext. 206
mdinofia@faithinthefuture.com

Donor Advised Funds

Faith in the Future is registered to receive charitable gifts
through accounts established with:
 Vanguard Charitable
 Schwab Charitable
 Fidelity Charitable
 National Philanthropic Trust
 The Catholic Foundation of Greater Philadelphia
Please contact these organizations for further details.

Online

Make your gift online at www.faithinthefuture.com.

Credit Card

Call 484-370-2985, ext. 202 to make a gift.

Checks payable to

Faith in the Future Foundation
222 North 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
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All of the photography presented in this report
captures actual students from our schools. They
embody the spirit, passion, and promise of the
young men and women throughout our system.
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Individually Excellent, Better Together
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